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Table 3 and figure 5 show how each com-
ponent of the system contributed to the
amount of overall change in the commit-
ment population between 1993 and 1997.
Several factors contributed to the expan-
sion of this population from 37,700 to
52,500 juveniles. Increases in the number
of court referrals, the rate of adjudica-
tion, and the average length of stay all
contributed to the expansion, while the
decrease in the use of residential place-
ment had a curtailing effect.

Of the four major offense categories (per-
son, property, drugs, public order), person
and property offenses accounted for most
(each about one-third) of the total change
in the commitment population. Increases
in the number of commitments for public
order and drug offenses accounted for ap-
proximately 27 percent and 9 percent, re-
spectively, of the change in the commit-
ment population.

Increases in length of stay accounted for
80 percent of the growth in the commit-
ment population of offenders charged
with public order offenses. For those
charged with drug offenses, increases
in the number of youth referred—which
more than doubled between 1993 and
1997—overrode the generally downward
trend of all other transition probabilities

Table 2: Referrals to Juvenile Court and Transition Probabilities for Youth in Residential Placement, 1993 and 1997

Rate of
Number of Referrals Rate of Residential Length of Stay

to Juvenile Court Adjudication (%) Placement (%)* (stock/flow ratio)†

Change 1993 1997 Change
Offense 1993 1997  (%) 1993 1997 1993 1997 (days) (days)  (%)

Total 1,427,600 1,693,600 19             31 33 32 31 96 109 14

Person 309,200 378,200 22 31 33 35 32 162 180 11

Property 784,000 812,600 4 30 32 29 29 89 104 17

Drug 86,200 177,300 106 37 37 33 27 148 113 –24

Public order 248,200 325,500 31 34 37 37 37 22 49 123

* Percentage of adjudicated cases committed to residential facilities.

† Stock/flow ratio of the number of juveniles in residential facilities divided by the number of cases resulting in residential placement during the year.
The ratio is converted to the unit of days.

Source: OJJDP’s Children in Custody census 1993 data file, OJJDP’s Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement 1997 data file, and NCJJ’s National
Juvenile Court Data Archive 1993 and 1997 data files.

 Table 3:  Change in Number of Juveniles Committed to Residential
 Placement Between 1993 and 1997, by Category of Offense and
 Components of Change

Number of Juveniles Committed

Offense 1993 1997 Net Change

Total 37,700 52,500 14,900

Person 14,800 19,800 4,900

Property 16,600 21,300 4,700

Drug 4,300 5,500 1,300

Public order 1,900 5,900 4,000

Change in the Juvenile Commitment Population
Between 1993 and 1997 Due To:

Use of Length
Offense Referral Adjudication Placement of Stay Net Change

Total 9,000 1,800  –2,600 6,600 14,900

Person   3,300 900  –1,200 2,000 4,900

Property   600      900   100    3,200 4,700

Drug 4,500 –100 –1,700 –1,500 1,300

Public order   600         200   0    3,200 4,000

Note: Detail may not add to totals due to rounding. Calculations were based on unrounded numbers.

Source: OJJDP’s Children in Custody census 1993 data file, OJJDP’s Census of Juveniles in
Residential Placement 1997 data file, and NCJJ’s National Juvenile Court Data Archive 1993 and
1997 data files.


